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*Limited time offer. Valid through July 31st, 2018, at participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau County, NY; Suffolk County, NY; Westchester County, NY; and Buffalo County, NY. Also may not be available in other areas.
$1,000 off average price of KOHLER@ Belay, Walk-In Bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Walk-in bath installed in as little as one day.

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
(502) 785-7910

Kohler®, LuxStone™ Bath Walls
Kohler® Belay™ Hydrotherapy Walk-In Bath

A better bath experience.

ONE-DAY INSTALLATION

GET A FREE
NIGHLIGHT TOILET SEAT

AFTER YOUR QUOTE*

Ultra-Low
3” Step-IN

Easy-to-Frip
Handrails

Slip-Resistant
Surface

Extra-Wide
Entry Door

Fifth Third Bank will head private fi-
nancing for Louisville City FC’s new
soccer stadium, the club announced
Tuesday, adding to funding already se-
cured from the city and the state. 

The $60 to $65 million stadium, slat-
ed to open by March 2020, is part of a
nearly $200 million development dis-
trict with hotels, retail and office build-
ings planned for the Butchertown
neighborhood. 

Fifth Third Bank, headquartered in
Cincinnati, will coordinate financing
from multiple banks to provide $55 mil-
lion for the stadium, which will be paid
back by Louisville City FC owners. 

Club owners will contribute roughly
another $10 million in cash to complete
construction.

Louisville City FC was awarded 
$21.7 million in tax-increment financing
by the state along with a $30 million
bond from Louisville Metro Govern-
ment. The soccer club’s owners are on
the hook for at least $130 million total in
private capital and agreed to pay back
$14.5 million to the city for the land. 

The transaction with Fifth Third
Bank is expected to close in August.
Louisville City FC co-owner Tim Mulloy
previously said the club hopes to have a
general contractor hired by August and
to begin laying foundations Sept. 1. 

“Fifth Third Bank is proud to assist as
part of the LouCity process for the
Butchertown stadium development,”
Mike Ash, Fifth Third Bank regional
president, said in a release. “Louisville
City FC is building something special in

our city and we are proud to help them
serve the community in this way.”

Fifth Third Bank already owns the
naming rights to Kennesaw State Uni-
versity’s multipurpose athletic facility,
and thus is unlikely to be considered as
a naming rights partner the new stadi-
um. Brad Estes, Louisville City FC’s ex-
ecutive vice president, said such dis-
cussions have not yet taken place. 

Metro Government paid $24.1 million
for land for the development and will

use the leftover bond money for infra-
structure improvements, much of
which will be completed during site
prep in July and August. 

Construction costs for the stadium
itself were originally estimated at 
$45 million, but owners revealed last
month that the figure would be closer to
$60 million. 

The club also expects to recoup mon-
ey from the tax-increment financing
district. TIFs are a common way to fi-
nance economic development projects.
They allow local governments to divert
future property tax revenues to pay for
improvements expected to increase the
general value of the area around the
project, and encourage investment in
what the government determines is a
“blighted” area.

While a TIF doesn’t divert current tax
revenue, it can limit a government’s fu-
ture ability to raise money for other ser-
vices and needs if too much tax base is
locked up in TIFs. 

The club and government officials
held a groundbreaking ceremony for the
stadium in June. Louisville City FC must
be playing in the 11,300-seat stadium by
2020 in order to remain a member of the
United Soccer League. 

Danielle Lerner: 502-582-4042; 
dlerner@courierjournal.com; Twitter:
@Danielle_Lerner. Support strong local
journalism by subscribing today:
www.courier-journal.com/daniellel.
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Louisville City FC’s new stadium in Butchertown is slated to open by March 2020.
COURTESY OF LOUISVILLE CITY FC

It’s an unorthodox and temporary so-
lution for a professional sports team –
and even more so for the reigning United
Soccer League champion.

“It’s been fun. I say that because the
responsibility is not just on one person,”
said, Spencer, who is serving as the
media representative for the player-
coaches while he recovers from a knee
injury. “Three minds are better than
one.“

Most of Louisville City’s players
found out O’Connor was leaving – and
that the team would be utilizing player-
coaches – during a late-June team
meeting.

The players decided as a team to stick
to the routine that had been put in place
by O’Connor, the only coach to that
point in Louisville City history.

“We like James’ method. We thought
that it translated to our on-field perfor-
mance, so we wanted to keep that con-
sistent,” said Spencer, noting that in-
cludes practice schedules, team meet-
ings and game preparation.

But not everything remained the
same, especially for the player-coaches.
The biggest change, Spencer said, was
taking on new roles and responsibil-
ities, including breaking down film and
setting lineups.

That also meant changing some play-
er-to-player relationships, said Spen-
cer, a 27-year-old Cincinnati native who
played and later coached at Xavier Uni-
versity.

“You have a relationship with all the

guys as a player. I care for these guys as a
player, as human beings,” he said. “Then
you got to transition to being a coach
and sometimes holding players more
accountable than you usually do. That’s
been difficult for me.”

Player-coaches are fairly common in
the United Soccer League. O’Connor
served as an assistant coach-player for
Orlando City when it was still in the
USL. The Tampa Bay Rowdies’ captain
Joe Cole serves as an assistant coach to
head coach Neill Collins, who jumped
up to his position after playing with the
team.

But the practice is not as common in
other professional sports. Major League
Baseball player Martin Prado served as
player-manager for the Miami Marlins
one game in 2016, becoming the first
player to do so since Pete Rose in 1986.
Bill Russell coached the NBA’s Boston
Celtics for three seasons as a player-
coach in the 1960s, winning two cham-
pionships.

Louisville City executive vice presi-
dent Brad Estes stressed it’s just a
short-term solution.

“It’s a dynamic situation. I would say
that we’re more concerned with the
long-term than the short-term,” he said.
“We are searching right now, but we’re
not in a panic to hire a coach.”

Estes, team chairman John Neace
and Mike Mountjoy, a member of the
ownership group, came up with the idea
for the player-coaches. They opted to go
that route because they wanted the
proper time to vet a permanent coach.

The three players were selected for
different reasons: the 27-year-old Del-
Piccolo because as captain he was al-
ready a leader on the field; the 30-year-

old Davis because he is one of the team’s
more mature players and Spencer be-
cause he had coaching experience at Xa-
vier.

“Everyone has bought in from the
get-go,” Estes said. “It’s just great to see
a group of Type-A professional athletes
come together and buy-in and trust
their teammates that have turned into
coaches.”

As of last week, Louisville City offi-
cials had put together a list of potential
coaches, including some names submit-
ted by O’Connor. They are also working
with a consulting firm recommended by
the USL and hoped to start interviews
this week.

One name that has been floated is
University of Louisville head coach Ken
Lolla. But Cardinals athletic director
Vince Tyra, who is also a part-owner of
Louisville City FC, all but squashed
those rumors.

“I wouldn’t have a voice in whether
LCFC approached Ken, but I’m comfort-
able that Tina and Ken Lolla’s personal
and professional needs are being met at
Louisville,” Tyra said in a text message
to the Courier Journal. “I intend to keep
it that way. As well the economics of a
head coaching position in the USL is not
comparable to Ken’s agreement here.”

The player-coaches are not candi-

dates for the full-time position. Estes
said it’s not a matter of being qualified.
They just don’t have the necessary li-
censing.

But Davis IV and Spencer have each
acknowledged publicly that they hope
that they can continue coaching once
their playing careers are done.

“I think I’ll always be in the game
some way somehow,” Davis said during
the Louisvile City coaches show on
WHAS radio last week. “... If there was
ever insight to what it’s like to be a pro-
fessional coach, this is it, right? I’m gon-
na enjoy this moment, embrace it, and if
coaching is calling my name in the fu-
ture, I’m going to embrace that chal-
lenge as well.”

Spencer said he has faith in the team
to make the right decision on a head
coach but did acknowledge concerns
about switching up the culture in mid-
season.

“That’s just the way the world works,
the way the business is. But like I said, I
have a lot of trust in the ownership
group, and in the club,” he said. “They’re
great judges of character. I have a lot of
trust them in to make the right deci-
sion.”

In two games since O’Connor’s de-
parture, the results have been mixed.

Louisville City used a late free-kick
goal to drop the Rowdies, 2-1, on the
road. The team then lost a key game this
past weekend against the Charleston
Battery, 2-1, leaving it fourth in the East-
ern Conference standings.

It will face a larger test Wednesday
night in the quarterfinals of the U.S.
Open Cup, taking on the MLS’ Chicago
Fire in Bridgeview, Illinois.
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Louisville City FC at
Chicago Fire
8:30 p.m.Wednesday

TV: WYMO-58

Radio: WKJK-1080
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